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Where do we really stand in terms of
research publication and impact factor?

Dr. Arghya Banadyopadhyay, Khalisani College, West Bengal
India on the ResearchGate



Popular Answers

Impact factor has nothing to do with the quality of the work.

It is ridiculous to think that the quality of research is dependent on what
Journal you choose to submit it to.

The quality of a paper should be judged by the paper, not the journal it
happens to be published in. (25 oct. 2013)

We are no longer in the position where we need the journals to distribute
our work. We have the internet.

We can post the papers on publicly Searchable sits such as:
» Research gate.
« Academia. edu.
« ar Xiv.org.
 Institutional repositories etc...

Prof. Robin Damion, Univ. of Leads (UK)



Popular Answers

1.  The important thing is how good your paper is, all the rest is secondary.

2. I must disclose that | DO NOT have any interest in any particular
publisher.

Samuel Ara Mosquera, Solutions Gmb H & Co. KG.



San Francisco Declaration on Research
Assessment (DORA)

150 Scientists and 75 science organizations , December 16, 2012.

The J. impact factor is frequently used as the primary parameter
with which to compare the scientific output of individuals and
Institutions.

JIF as calculated by Thomson Scientific (Reuters) was originally
created as a tool to help librarians identify journals to purchase, not
as measure of the scientific quality of Research in an article.

Thomson Scientific has issued advice that JIF does not measure
the quality of an individual article in a journal , but rather
correlates to the reputation in its field.

Thomson Scientific notes that it is the abuse of JIF that is the
problem, not the metric itself.



What iIs the impact factor (IF)?

e |t Is a measure of the average number of citations to
articles published In science and social science
journals. The IF was devised as indicator of
Importance of a particular Journal in its field.

e It's an independent method of comparing the
scientific quality and success of one Journal to
another.



How Is the IF calculated?

By dividing the number of current year citations
to the source items published in that journal
during the previous two years.

For example How is 2013 IF calculated?

A= 2013 cites to articles published in 2011-2012.
B= number of articles published in 2011-2012.
C=A/B = 2013 impact factor.



How Is the IF calculated?
Example: Calculating 2013 impact factor.

No. of No. of
Citations in Citations in
2013 (C) 2013 (D)

Article No. 1 5 Article No. 1
Article No. 2 0 Article No. 2
Article No. 3 4 Article No. 3

Article No. 25 Article No. 20
Total: 25

IF 2013 = (C+D)/(A+B) = (30+13)/(20+25) = 43/45 = 0.95



What is the IF used for?

« The original concept of the IF was as a marketing tool
for publishers who could charge higher advertising
rates.

e |t was also intended to guide librarians on how to
select journals that should be included within their
cataloge.



The nappropriate uses of IF

. Comparing different journals within different fields
with different subject matter.

. Judging the quality of an individual paper or
researcher.

. Measuring the overall impact of a journal on the
scientific community.



What other measures of impact are there?

1. The immediacy index: The number of citations the
articles in a J received in a given year divided by the
number of articles published.

5 -
t

3 -

"he cited half-life: The median age of the articles
nat were cited in J citation reports each year.

'he aggregate Impact factor for a subject

category: The No. of citations to all journals in the
subject category and the No. of articles from all the J
In the subject category.
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